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« 77?e MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) £3 Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) [X] The drawing(s) filed on 18 November 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)I3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attach ment(s) 

1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 


4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20041 123 
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1 . An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in 
this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or 
agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon 
skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or 
agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication 
is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. Note the format of the claims in the 
patent(s) cited. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite in 
that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is 
an omnibus type claim. 
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Note, in particular, "whereby all components provide the result, for which the 
device is used for". 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Riera 
et al, Pecora et al, Lytle et al, Artru et al, or Vanderstappen. 

6. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because the figures do not clearly disclose the structure of the device. Note, 
for instance, figure 2 (which also includes figures 2A-J) wherein the structure of the 
elements are barely discernable. It is strongly suggested that multiple exploded views 
and cross-sectional views be provided. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a 
competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for 
corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. Applicant is cautioned against the 
inclusion of new matter. 

Applicant's attention is directed to the various exploded views as shown in the 
cited prior art. 
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7. Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which 
incorporate the desired changes and which comply with 37 CFR 1 .84, a portion of which 
is reproduced below: 

(h) Views. The drawing must contain as many views as necessary to show the invention. The 
views may be plan, elevation, section, or perspective views. Detail views of portions of elements, 
on a larger scale if necessary, may also be used. All views of the drawing must be grouped 
together and arranged on the sheet(s) without wasting space, preferably in an upright position, 
clearly separated from one another, and must not be included in the sheets containing the 
specifications, claims, or abstract. Views must not be connected by projection lines and must not 
contain center lines. Waveforms of electrical signals may be connected by dashed lines to show 
the relative timing of the 

waveforms. 

(1 ) Exploded views . Exploded views, with the separated parts embraced by a bracket, to show 
the relationship or order of assembly of various parts are permissible. When an exploded view is 
shown in a figure which is on the same sheet as another figure, the exploded view should be 
placed in brackets. 

(2) Partial views . When necessary, a view of a large machine or device in its entirety may be 
broken into partial views on a single sheet, or extended over several sheets if there is no loss in 
facility of understanding the view. Partial views drawn on separate sheets must always be 
capable of being linked edge to edge so that no partial view contains parts of another partial view. 
A smaller scale view should be included showing the whole formed by the partial views and 
indicating the positions of the parts shown. When a portion of a view is enlarged for magnification 
purposes, the view and the enlarged view must each be labeled as separate views. 

(i) Where views on two or more sheets form, in effect, a single complete view, the views on 
the several sheets must be so arranged that the complete figure can be assembled without 
concealing any part of any of the views appearing on the various sheets. 

(ii) A very long view may be divided into several parts placed one above the other on a single 
sheet. However, the relationship between the different parts must be clear and unambiguous. 

(3) Sectional views . The plane upon which a sectional view is taken should be indicated on the 
view from which the section is cut by a broken line. The ends of the broken line should be 
designated by Arabic or Roman numerals corresponding to the view number of the sectional 
view, and should have arrows to indicate the direction of sight. Hatching must be used to indicate 
section portions of an object, and must be made by regularly spaced oblique parallel lines spaced 
sufficiently apart to enable the lines to be distinguished without difficulty. Hatching should not 
impede the clear reading of the reference characters and lead lines. If it is not possible to place 
reference characters outside the hatched area, the hatching may be broken off wherever 
reference characters are inserted. Hatching must be at a substantial angle to the surrounding 
axes or principal lines, preferably 45 °. A cross section must be set out and drawn to show all of 
the materials as they are shown in the view from which the cross section was taken. The parts in 
cross section must show proper material(s) by hatching with regularly spaced parallel oblique 
strokes, the space between strokes being chosen on the basis of the total area to be hatched. 
The various parts of a cross section of the same item should be hatched in the same manner and 
should accurately and graphically indicate the nature of the material(s) that is illustrated in cross 
section. The hatching of juxtaposed different elements must be angled in a different way. In the 
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case of large areas, hatching may be confined to an edging drawn around the entire inside of the 
outline of the area to be hatched. Different types of hatching should have different conventional 
meanings as regards the nature of a material seen in cross section. 

8. INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 
Replacement Drawing Sheets 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate 
the desired changes and which comply with 37 CFR 1 .84. An explanation of the 
changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendments, or remarks, 
section of the amendment. Any replacement drawing sheet must be identified in the top 
margin as "Replacement Sheet" (37 CFR 1.121(d)) and include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even though only one figure may 
be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be 
labeled as "amended." If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the 
examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is notified. 

Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, inventor's name, 
and application number, or docket number (if any) if an application number has not 
been assigned to the application. If this information is provided, it must be placed on the 
front of each sheet and centered within the top margin. 

Annotated Drawing Sheets 

A marked-up copy of any amended drawing figure, including annotations indicating the 
changes made, may be submitted or required by the examiner. The annotated drawing 
sheets must be clearly labeled as "Annotated Marked-up Drawings" and accompany the 
replacement sheets. 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within the time period set 
in the Office action. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). Failure to take corrective action within the set 
period will result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 

If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new 
drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period set for 
reply in the "Notice of Allowability." Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 for filing the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice 
of Allowability. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Debra S Meislin whose telephone number is 571 272- 

4487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on 571 272-4485. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Debra S Meislin 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 


November 23, 2004 


